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IWho are we ? 


nly Ostriches Bury 
heir Heads In The 
and by G.K. | 


Ve here at The Farr Post were scratching our heads about what we Murdoch 
ould put in as our first lead article to attract the attention of you, the Publication ? 
onest football fan. Should it be the axing of Bruce Stowell as coachof}[ = = se ae6 

e Strikers when he had taken us to fourth place in the league last | . 

ar, and the appointing of one of Australias greatest footballers, Frank But Seriously ° 
srina, straight into the pressure cooker atmosphere of coaching at the} - 
lite level of Australian football? Should it be on the David Hill led |The job ahead 
nisade to get rid of peoples cultural heritage by making the game more |¢or Frank. 


ustralianised'? 
Oh No! 


ut no, the Queensland Soccer 

ederation were kind enough to 

ive us what we believe to be a} Not another football 
publication by the 

fans - for the fans. 


pic that has to be discussed and 
YES! 


uestionned. Sitting around on 
But this issue is... 


What do wie 
stand for ? 


Is this a Rupert 


Has your season 
kicked off yet ? 


Super League ! 
How it may 
affect soccer. 


turday moming contemplating 
e Strikers v Adelaide game and 
inking that a draw would be a 
eat result I started on my first 
iece of bacon and opened that 
football rich laden journal, Tiy 
ourier Mail. The article about 
he re-structuring of the 
weensland League (great 
oncept, long time coming et&) 
aught my eye. I read about the 
ight teams lucky enough to have 
von a place in the new showpiece 
eague of the Q.S.F. The jewel in 
e crown. 
Congratulations to all those teams 
ho were selected. You have 


Gremio of Brazil. 


European 


.. lots more 
interesting 
articles. 
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.. Ostriches . . 


from page 1 


obviously met all the criteria set 
out by the Q.S.F. and as such are 
now members of the number one 
winter football competition in the 
state.. ; 
I had to stop reading to pull a 
piece of bacon out of my throat 
after almost choking when I 
tealised that seven out of the 
eight were from the greater 
Brisbane area. I read on 
regardless of my personal safety 
and shovelled a fork full of quite 
nicely cooked baked beans into 
my gob. They ended up 
splattered all over the editor. of 
this fanzine when I read that they 
would appoint an independant 
‘panel to process the appeals that 
are to be lodged by those unlucky 
clubs who didn't make it - were 
the clubs told appeals would be 
heard by an independant panel in 
the early stages of planning or is 
this something the Q.S.F. has 
brought out of the hat?). 

I hereby declare that I will 
volunteer my services to join this 
panel to see just how those lucky 
clubs were selected. 

The questions that have to be 
asked are if clubs applied on set 
criteria and they qualified in this 
regard why were certain clubs 
selected and certain clubs 
overlooked? Geography can't 
have been the answer because 
Bundaberg was the only non- 
Brisbane area side in the 
competition. Apart from the Gold 
Coast and Junior rich laden Pine 
Rivers shire what other clubs 
applied, met the criteria yet were 


not selected? Can you imagine if 
an independant appeals tribunal 
told the Q.S.F. they felt that two 
clubs were better placed on the 
set criteria, and that TWO new 
clubs would replace the two 
accepted by the Q.S.F. Will the 
Q.S.F. then tell these clubs "bad 
luck fellas, enjoy the first 
division (south)" . I can see the 
legal fraternity swooping over 
Maine already, in anticipation of 
a lengthy court battle. 


Take it to breakfast the next day. 
Pancakes, syrup and hot tea 
being taken with someone far 
fairer than my previous days 


Here at The Farr Post we 
encourage you, the football fan, to 
write to us with your views on the 
current state of the game in 
Queensland, or Australia. We 
believe that unless there exists a 
forum for the supporters to air 
their views, then the 
administrators and media will 
dictate to us how football is 
perceived in Australia. The Farr 
Post is one such vehicle for 
expressing these views. 

We will publish any article related 
to football, as long as a full name 
and address is supplied, and 
there is no foul or abusive 
language included. We can be 
contacied in a number of ways - 
either by fax or e-mail - the details 
can be found on page 6. 

Let's promote the world game ! 


The Fart Post 


companion (no way - Ed). I o 
the Sunday Mail (isn't it gr 
being in a one paper town ?) 
with great ‘relish go straight to 
soccer section.[ see another thou 
provoking piece of foot 
journalism which made me § 
eating and push my plate away. | 
gist of the article was that 
Q.5.F. would not be comment} 
on their selection process. 

This is not good enough !. Alre 
innuendo and rumour are doing 
rounds of the soccer circles. 
Q.S.F. have no right to keep 
truth from the loyal football fans 
this state. The truth would stop 
innuendo and rumour immediat 
Ali you have to do is call a P 
Conference and explain to 
public how you selected the lu 
teams and why the unlucky te 
missed out. Sound simple enoug 
By simply sticking your head in 
sand and saying you won't comr 
only increases the problem. 
explaining the situation you 
still going to have upset clubs | 
at least they know why they mis 
out and what they may have to 
to re-apply again in the event 
re-structure in the future. 
There were always going to 
teams that missed out , that was 
inevitability of the excell 
concept and vision. We here 
.T.F.P. accept this and unders 
that for soccer to go ahead in 
South-East comer this concept 
to become a reality. What we § 
concerned about is how the Q. 
made their decisions. By sin 
saying they will not comment i 
slap in the face not only for 
clubs out there but for the loy 
fans who OWN the game. 


The Farr Post 


os md 
Editoriat 


The Farr Post is a new fanzine with an 
aim to promoting the game of football 
(soccer) in Australia, We are an 
independent publication based in 
Queensland, and are not a front for any 
political or other such organisation. We 
hope to provide a forum for the discussion 
of any footballing matters, and invite you, 
the average football supporter to write to 
us and express your views. 

We hope to publish monthly, and be on 
sale al every Strikers home game over the 
summer season. In the wintertime we are 
hoping to cover the local Queensland 
Soccer Federation leagues, and will have 
news from the overseas competitions too. 
We believe that no one person should be 
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ee ae eae nee een vn per ere meee eee 
-Jallowed to “own” the game as certain | 


media barrons are attempting to do to 
other sports - the game was invented by 
the people for the people, and no amount 
of money should be allowed to buy it. We - 
also believe that ours is the true game of 
“football” as it is played predominantly 
with those objects at the end of our legs. 
We do NOT allow the hands to be used as 
all other footballing codes do, and, 
therefore, are attempting to claim the 
name back as “Football”. 

I hope that you enjoy this fanzine, and 
invite you to send us your views on the 
Strikers, the restructuring of the Q.S.F. 
leagues or any other such topic. You can 
either write to us or fax or e-mail us - the 
details are on page 6. 

“Come on you Strikers ||!” 


Bus League 
KANGARDOG CTA 


Possuns 


The Farr Post 


Have You Kicked Off Yet ? by Colin the Collie 


What does the average Joe Bloggs think about the state of football (soccer) | 
Australia ? Let’s be positive, but I think that the only topic discussed in t 
media in the close season has been “I want to keep the same badge, I want| 
wear the same colours (they go with my eyes)”. dependent on your vie 
these could be valid points (but not the subject here). 

How many people out there know when the season actually kicks off ? tl 
Courier Mail doesn’t as 1 would have seen articles about it . . . Well 1 woul 
have - if I read the paper ! But my Auntie Elsie assures me that she knows 
man down her street who reads it AND HE NEVER TALKS ABOUT FOOTBALI 
If people don’t know when it kicks off, how can they watch it ? How ma 
people do you know who’d turn up every Saturday at the ground hoping 
game might be played that afternoon or evening ? | know football fans a 
supposed to be bonkers - but THAT bonkers? Pass the fruit cake... 

So I went down town and asked about a bit, trying to catch the drift of th 
locals. I asked the question “When does the football (soccer) season start ? 
Here’s a few of the answers that were printable... Seems there’s a few rugh 
fans out there. 

“When does what kick off ?” 
“Who cares ?” 

“Goo goo ga ga” 

“When the first ball’s kicked” 


Andy from Camp Hill. 
Barry from Ipswich. 

Eve (aged 1 and a half). 
Alan from Hamilton. 


“Que ?” Manuel from Spain. 
“Soon ?” Jill from the Gold Coast. 
“Swark” Jills pet parrot. 


1 suppose what I’m saying is pass the word 
around, tell your friends, even bore a stranger. 
Cos football is here to stay in Oz, and the 
Strikers are coming your way soon. Last week 
the Courier Mail had a fixture list which I kept 
(for my son of course, honest !) 


Next Month - 


Support the Strikers ! 


PS. Just remember, you can take a friend or 
family, but a pencil must be lead. 


The Farr Post 
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A hard act to follow 


Strikers new coach Frank Farina 
has certainly got his work cut out 
(his season, hasn't he ? Last 
season, Bruce Stowell got them 
into the finals series for the first 
lime, and even though they fell at 
the first hurdle, it was still a 
fremendous achievernent. But 
look what happened to him. No 
sooner had the shirts been 


washed and hung out to dry after . 


the defeat at the hands of Sydney 
Uniled, and Stowell was gone - 
down to the C.E.S. with a pretty 
good resume if you ask me. 

Now the pressure is on Farina to 
produce the goods, and there'll 
be many people watching him to 
see if this most gifted of strikers 
(sic) can make the transformation 
into coaching. Greater men have 
failed in this. 

But has he bitten off more than he 
can chew ? The early signs were 
ominous in the pre-season 
Johnnie Walker cup tie against 
Lions. A twisted knee, and a 1-0 
loss to a very committed XXXX 
league team, is not exactly a 
dream start to the season. But all 
credit to him, they won the 
second-leg, and eventually 
advanced to the semi-finals 
where they went down to runners- 
up Marconi. 

Anything less than a Grand Final 
Viclory could see you down the 
C.E.S. too, Frank | 

Good Luck. 
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The European Champions League 


On September 11th the new European Champions League 
kicked off with eight thrilling ties. The pick of the bunch, 
however, must have been the one played at the Stadia Deile 
Alpi in Turin, where current holders Juventus of Italy met the 
English Champions Manchester United. 

The Italians had alomost rebuilt their squad after last years 
triumph in Rome. Their main striker, and goal-scorer that 
night Fabrizzio Ravanelli had been transferred to English 
club Middlesborough, whilst Manchester United had made it 
quite plain in the days leading up to this game that the 
Champions Trophy was their highest priority this season. 
They had strengthened their squad quite considerably 
bringing in a number of stars, most notably Dutchman Jordi 
Cruyff, and the Czech Republics Euro96 star Karel Poborsky 


For the Italians the main priority was not to lose, and they 
created many chances early on. Antonio Conte put over the 
bar from an Alen Boksic cross, and Christien Vieri copied 
him minutes later after good work by Del Pietro. In the 34th 
minute though, Frenchman Zinedine Zidane broke through 
the middle, and played a perfect pass through for Boksic who 
made it 1 - 0 to the Italians. Spurred on by the goal “Juve” 
came forward again - Viero heading over from a corner just 
before the break. 

In the second half it was all Juventus, but they couldn’t 
extend their lead. In the last five minutes they could have 
scored twice, but Schmeicel in the United goal was equal to 
the task, keeping the Italians to a single goal. 


Full Results 

September 11th. 

Group A: Auxerre 0 Ajax 1, Grasshoppers 3 Rangers 0. 
Group B: Atletico Madrid 4 Steaua Bucharest 0, 

Borussia Dortmund 2 Widzew Lodz 1. 

Group C: Juventus 1 Manchester United 0; 

Rapid Vienna 1 Fenerbahce 1. 

Group D: AC Milan 2 Porto 3; Gothenburg 2 Rosenborg 3. 


September 25th. : 
Group A: Ajax 0 Grasshoppers 1, Rangers 1 Auxerre 2. 


Group B: Steaua Bucharest 0 Borussia Dortmund 3, 
Widzew Lodz 1 Atletico Madrid 4. 

Group C: Fenerbahce 0 Juventus 1; 

Manchester United 2 Rapid Vienna 0. 

Group D: FC Porto 2 Gothenburg 1, 

Rosenborg 1 AC Milan 4. 


Controversy Corner by Tony 


David Hills succesful 
attempt to force the three 
N.S.L. clubs to lose their 
ethnic logos was a very 
shallow view of a deeper 
problem. Surely he 
should know that whilst 
Australia still accepts 
migrants from other 
countries around the 
world there will always be 
ethnic groups who can 
only relate to their mother 
country, speak their 
native tongue, and act 
like the foreigners that 
they are. The players and 
supporters of these teams 
have only committed one 
crime, and that is to want 
to mix with people who 
they understand, and who 
in turn understand them - 
far from being a crime, in 


Moran 


my view ! Sure, we want a | 


national sport, but not at 
the expense of tradition. 
Come on Dave, have a 
rethink on this one. 


And what about golfer 
Robert Allenby who was 
involved in a car crash in 
Spain, and said he would 
tee off with a putter if 
necessary in order to pick 
up his $146,000 bonus 
from the Volvo car 
company. 

Have Sportspeople lost all 
sense of values these days 
? Or does the over-riding 
greed for money out-weigh 
their love of the sports that 
gol them where they are 
today ? Is money more 
important than sport ? 
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The I Farr Post 


Footy Team To 
Lose Colours 


Members of local football team the South Farr 
Wanderers were-called to an urgent General Meeting 
last week to discuss the proposal by Soccer Australia 
boss David Hill, that teams should be forced to redesign 
their club badges in an attempt to “Australianise” the 
game. It all started in August when three National 
Soccer League clubs (Marconi, Sydney United and the 
Melbourne Knights) were asked to remove ethnic 
colours from their club logos. The Italian and Croatian 
clubs rejected the request, and only after former Prime 
Minister Neville Wran intervened was a boycott of the 
season by the clubs avoided. Now Hill has turned his 
attention on smaller clubs, in an Btenep to broaden his 
power base. : 

South Farr Wanderers were formed in 1947 by a group 
of aboriginals returning from walkabout in Victoria and 
South Australia, where they had seen migrant 
Europeans playing the round bali game. When they 
settled back here in Queensland they started kicking a 
ball about in their spare time, and soon were playing in 
the State League. 

Wanderers chairman, and former player Walter 
“Winger” Wombat yesterday had this to say about the 
proposal, 

*"T think it’s a disgrace, Soccer Australia’s always 
slicking their nose in where it’s not wanted. All we 
want to do is play footy. It shouldn’t matter what colour 
our logo is ! 

“They’ve done this before, when they said we were 
discriminating against whites,” He said, in reference to 
their name change from South Farr Aboriginals to 
Wanderers. “We argued then that anyone was welcome 
at our club - whites or blacks - we were just trying to 
prolect our heritage. Now they want us to change the 
colours in our flag - but you won’t get a much more 
Australian club than ours. What will it be next ? The 
names of the players - will everybody have to be called 
Charlton ? That’s a good Anglo-Saxon name isn’t it ?” 

Wombat argued that their logo was part of their 
identity, and was ready to take the case to the High 
Court if necessary. 


The offending Club Logo 


Super League and Soccer. 


by Tony Moran 


My reaction to the recent Super League 
victory in the Federal court earlier this 
month was a mixed one, On the one hand 
| admired the Super League vision in 
taking the game of rugby league to even 
greater heights than it has already 
achieved in this country, but | am worried 
that by handing over the game to 
someone like Rupert Murdoch, decisions 
that affect the players and supporters may 
not be in their best interests. 


“What has this got to do with football 7” | 
hear you ask, Well for a start, both games 
are vying for the attentions of you and me 
- Mr. Joe Public. We are the ones who 
ultimately pay the players wages, whether 
it be by watching on television, or paying 
at the stadium gate, therefore we must 
have a say. We are the shareholders in 
any of these deals. 


Secondly if our game does take off in this 
country - and | believe it will - then the 
footballers of tomorrow may be asked to 
make the same decisions that Alfie, 
Kerrod and co. are having to make right 
now. If that does happen then we should 
Jook at what is happening now, lear from 
it, and be prepared to fight for what we 
believe in, whichever side that might be. 


Having two rugby league competitions in 
Australia next year will only allow 
Australian Rules Football, and 
Association football (soccer) to get more 
of a market share of your dollars. But let's 
not kid ourselves any further, this war is 
not about rugby league, or sport. it’s about 
power, Packer and Murdoch are using 
Australian sport as the battleground on 
which to fight their own personal 
campaign. 
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[ay Ceam | Gremio (Brazil) 
by Jachson Ribeire 


Formed in 1903, Gremio FBPA, the Blue, White and Black 
striped shirt Brazilian Southern team is one’ of the oldest 
football (soccer) teams in Brazil. Gremio is based in the 
city of Porto Alegre which is 1500 kilometres to south of 
the city of Rio de Janeiro. Its stadium, Estadio Olimpico, 
can hold 60,000 spectators. One of the main attractions for 
visiting the stadium is the Trophy Room, which is like a 
museum and tells the history of the club with more than 
2100 trophies won in regional, national and international 
competitions. This is something that really makes a Gremio 
supporter very proud !!! 

In this stadium Gremio used to have attendance varying 
from not less than 1,000, when the team is not in a good 
campaign, to sometimes more than the full capacity of the 
stadium particularly in Grand Finals (we have histories of 
having about 85000 attendants). Despite its long history as 
a football club in the South of Brazil (holding more than 35 
regional championships) it was only in the middle of the 
70's that Gremio started to make national and international 
history. By the end of the 60's it started to play in the 
Brazilian first division and in 1982 it conquered its first 
Brazilian Championship. Since than Gremio won two more 
Brazilian ‘Championships (1992-1994) and two 
Libertadores Cup - South American club championship- 
(1983 and 1985). Those Libertadores Cup wins gave 
Gremio the right to meet the European champions in Tokyo 
for the Intercontinental Cup. 


In 1993 Gremio won the match against Hamburg 
by 2-1 getting what is considered in Brazil the most 
important trophy for a football club. Most recently 
in 1995, Gremio went back to Japan at that time 
to play against Ajax of Amsterdam. Unfortunately, 
Ajax won that game 4-3 on penalties after the 
teams were locked at 0 - 0 after extra-time. 
Currently Gremio is placed 8th in the Brazilian 
Championship and its midield player Paulo Nunes 
is the top scorer in the tournament (11 goals). 
There are not many international well known 
names associated with Gremio, but they still have 
many players that started playing with Gremio, but 
went on to bigger things. Some of them are: 
Everaldo played in the Brazilian team in the World 
Cup inl1970; Renato Gaucho, today playing with 
Fluminense, Jardel today playing in Portugal and 
previously in Scotland (Rangers); Assis in Italy. 
The biggest Gremio's rival is the team called 
"Interancional Sport Club". This team is based in 
the same city. Gremio and Internacional divide the 
city in two and the rivalry is so big that Gremio's 
supporters used to say that if Internacional played 
against a team of Dogs, there will a lot of Blue 
supporters (Gremio's supporters) barking, cheering 
for the dogs. 

The Gremio’s symbol is a blue musketeer and the 
motto is “with Gremio wherever Gremio is". 

Tell us about pour team, whoever they may be - 
amateur or professional 


When Saturday 
Comes 


The Farr Post is hoping to move to a 12 page format next 
month, and we are on the look out for articles to print, so get 
your pens out, or get your PCs warmed up, and write to us. 


The Farr 3 
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rrowsmith to 
hallenge for 
0.S.F. Presidency 


ne O,S.F. President Wally Dann will have at least one 
hallenger to his position this year, when it was revealed that 
mrrent board member Gordon Arrowsmith has decided to run 
sainst him at the A.G.M. later this month. 
who do the fans want as the next President of the Q.S.F. ? 

he elections of all official positions are being held at Perry 
Park on Sunday 24th November. Will it encompass the usual 
radition of Wally Dann being re-elected unopposed to the 
powerful position of El 


Presidento for another term ?| fans exactly where each 
aswer Nyet ! candidate stands on certain 
: issues facing football the people 


At the time of printing we know 


f only these two confirmed who own the game (you and me) 


Sports Print are acting as 
agents for the English 
Football fanzine “When 
Saturday Comes”. This is 
a monthly publication that 
takes a look at the lighter 
side of the game, and 
allows the fans their say 
about what's good and not 
so good about English 
football. 


Next Month in 
The Farr Post. 


Thompson Resigns ! 


As we go to print, National 
Soccer coach Eddie 
Thompson, has resigned. 
Who do you think should 
get the job ? Raoul Blanco, 
Zoran Matic - or should we 
look overseas ? 


An interview with 
sacked Strikers 
coach Bruce Stowell. 
A closer look at the 
Q.S.F. restructure. 
The European 
Champions League. 
More tales from the 
Farr country. 

And your letters, 
(hopefully). 


The opinions given within 
these pages are those of the 
individual contributors, and 
The Farr Post accepts no 
responsibility if people 
don’t like reading the truth. 


A 12 month subscription 
fis $55, via SportsPrint, 
but if you want to check 
out a copy first, contact 
Jus, as we're negotiating to 
get some evaluation 
copies in from the U.K. 


andidates for the job. We have 
contacted both men, who are 
happy for The Farr Post to ask a 
eries of identical questions on 
how they see football progressing 
in this state into the next century. 
infortunately as a result of final 
hominations not closing until the 
Ith November, we would not be 
able to throw the same question 
et to any other candidate who 
nominates for the job, and get 
hem printed in time. It would 
have been a fascinating exercise 
hich we hope to be able to 
eomplete for a later edition. 
You may ask why would we want 
0 do this. The reason is simple. 
We believe that by showing the 


can make a judgement on whom 
we believe would be best for the 
job. When we have made up our 
minds we should put pressure 
on our club representatives who 
ate going to vote on our 
affiliated clubs behalf. 

What do we, the fans, want from 
our President ? Surely qualities 
such as a passion for the game, 


Continued on Page 2 


matter of life or death, 
much 


Novernber 1996 


The Bruce 
Stowell 
interview 


The Q.S.F. 
Restructure 


. lots more 
interesting 
articles. 


